CHAPTER XI

THE EXPULSION OF CAMERON

EARLY in the year 1862, it was found that the national
credit was sinking in consequence of frauds in the War
Department. A Committee on Government Contracts
was appointed by the House, and the first man to fall
under its censure was Alexander Cummings, one of the
two Pennsylvania politicians with whom David Davis had
made his bargain for votes at the Chicago convention.

The War Department was represented at New York by
General Wool with a suitable staff, Major Eaton being
the commissary. There was also a Union Defense Com-
mittee consisting of eminent citizens who had volun-
teered to serve the Government in whatever capacity
they might be needed. Nevertheless, Secretary Cameron
placed a fund of two million dollars in the hands of Gen-
eral Dix, Mr. Opdycke, and Mr. Blatchford, to be dis-
bursed by E. D. Morgan and Alexander Cummings, or
either of them, for the purpose of forwarding troops and
supplies to Washington. As E. D. Morgan was Governor
of the State and was busy at Albany, this arrangement
would be likely to devolve most of the purchases on Cum-
mings alone. Cameron wrote on April 2, to Cummings:

The Department needs at this moment an intelligent,
experienced, aiad energetic man on whom it can rely, to assist
in pushing forward troops, munitions, and supplies. I am
aware that your private affairs may demand your time. I am
sure your patriotism will induce you to aid me even at some
loss to yourself.

Major Eaton, the army commissary, distinctly 'in-sum of $129,680.
